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in a condition to transport themselves from one part of the continent
to another. Howe, likewise, cannot conquer where we have no army to
oppose, therefore any such removals in him are mean and cowardly,
and reduces Britain to a common pilferer. If he retreats from Phila-
delphia, he will be despised; if he stays, he may be shut up and starved
out, and the country, if he advances into it, may become his Saratoga.
He has his choice of evils and we of opportunities. If he moves early,
it is not only a sign but a proof that he expects no reinforcement, and
his delay will prove that he either waits for the arrival of a plan to go
upon, or force to execute it, or both; in which case our strength will in-
crease more than his, therefore in any case we cannot be wrong if we
do but proceed.

The particular condition of Pennsylvania deserves the attention of all
the other states. Her military strength must not be estimated by the
number of inhabitants. Here are men of all nations, characters, profes-
sions and interests. Here are the firmest whigs, surviving, like, sparks in
the ocean, unquenched and uncooled in the midst of discouragement
and disaffection. Here are men losing their all with cheerfulness, and
collecting fire and fortitude from the flames of their own estates. Here
are others skulking in secret, many making a market of the times, and
numbers who are changing to whig or tory with the circumstances of
every day.

It is by mere dint of fortitude and perseverance that the whigs of this
state have been able to maintain so good a countenance, and do even
what they have done. We want help, and the sooner it can arrive the
more effectual it will be. The invaded state, be it which it may, will al-
ways feel an additional burden upon its back, and be hard set to support
its civil power with sufficient authority; and this difficulty will rise or
fall, in proportion as the other states throw in their assistance to the
common cause.

The enemy will most probably make many manoeuvres at the opening
of this campaign, to amuse and draw off the attention of the several states
from the one thing needjul. We may expect to hear of alarms and pre-
tended expeditions to this place and that place, to the southward, the
eastward, and the northward, all intended to prevent our forming into
one formidable body. The less the enemy's strength is, the more subtle-
ties of this kind will they make use of. Their existence depends upon it,
because the force of America, when collected, is sufficient to swallow their
present army up. It is therefore our business to make short work of it
by bending our whole attention to this one principal point, for

